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[rump’s 
vulgar 
migrant 
remark 
criticized 


He asks lawmakers 
why the U.S. should 
allow immigrants from 
‘shithole countries’ in 
Africa and Caribbean. 


By LisA MASCARO 


WASHINGTON — As he 
rejected a bipartisan com- 
promise to resolve the 
standoff over so-called 
Dreamers, President Trump 
asked participants in an 
Oval Office meeting Thurs- 
day why the United States 
should accept immigrants 
from “shithole countries” in 
Africa, Central America and 
the Caribbean, according to 
two people briefed on the 
meeting. 

“What do we want Hai- 
tians here for?” the presi- 
dent asked, according to the 
people briefed. “Why do we 
want all these people from 
Africa here? Why do we want 
all these people from shit- 
hole countries?” 

The president added: 
“We should have people from 
places like Norway.” 

Asked about the presi- 
dent’s use of the slur, the 
White House did not deny it, 
but issued a statement say- 
ing Trump would “always 
fight for the American peo- 
ple.” 

While cruder and blunter 
than his past public state- 
ments, the president’s com- 
ments were in keeping with 
his long-standing position 
that the United States 
should shift its immigration 
policy away from poorer, de- 
veloping countries, and in- 
stead focus on carefully se- 
lecting educated immi- 
grants, especially from Eu- 
rope, who can already speak 

[See Trump, A4] 


Directors 
embrace 
diversity 
with their 
nominees 


A female, Latino and 
African American get 
feature film nods. 


By GLENN WHIPP 


With the five nominees 
unveiled on Thursday, the 
Directors Guild of America 
Awards offered a slate that 
countered both the “all- 
male” set that Natalie Port- 
man savaged from the po- 
dium at the Golden Globes 
last weekend and the racial 
homogeneity that sparked 
two years of #Oscarsso 
white. 

The group of directors 
nominated for the feature 
film award this year are 
Greta Gerwig (“Lady Bird”), 
Jordan Peele (“Get Out”), 
Guillermo del Toro (“The 
Shape of Water”), Christo- 
pher Nolan (“Dunkirk”) and 
Martin McDonagh (“Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, 
Missouri”). 

Notable in his absence 
was Steven Spielberg for 
“The Post.” Spielberg is a 
DGA favorite; he has won 
the award three times and 
picked up 1 nominations — 
both records. 

By including Gerwig and 
Peele, the Directors Guild 
set itself apart from the 
Golden Globes and British 
Academy of Film and Televi- 
sion Arts. 

Gerwig’s inclusion offers 
something of a balm during 
atime when women in Holly- 
wood have organized 

[See Nominees, A9] 
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TRAVIS ZEHNTNER comforts Teresa Drenick, whose sister Rebecca Riskin was one of at least 17 people killed in this week’s mudslides. 
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The one-two punch of 
the Thomas fire and 
debris flows leaves an 
‘almost unimaginable’ 
trail of destruction. 


By BETTINA BOXALL 


Santa Barbara County 
crews worked through the 
holidays to defend coastal 
communities from the sec- 
ond half of Southern Califor- 
nia’s familiar cycle of fire and 
flood. 

They cleaned out the 
1 debris basins that dot the 
Santa Barbara front coun- 
try, making room for the dirt 
and ash and rocks that win- 
ter rains would inevitably 
send tumbling down moun- 
tain slopes laid bare by the 
massive Thomas fire. 

But when the first major 
storm of the season 
slammed into the coast 
Monday, the thundering del- 
uge of mud, car-sized boul- 
ders and trees that fell upon 
Montecito was beyond any- 
thing they expected. 

Triggered by a band ofin- 
tense rain — which at one 
point early Tuesday 
dumped half an inch in five 
minutes — the runoff gath- 
ered force in gullies and 
creek beds, collecting more 
and more deadly cargo as it 
blasted past the debris 
basins into wealthy hillside 
neighborhoods. 

The Thomas fire was 
halted on the steep slopes 
just above Montecito, spar- 
ing the enclave. But the 
same dramatic landscape 
that made the Thomas fire 
so hard to fight propelled 
rivers of mud and rock ona 
devastating rampage, top- 
pling houses, tossing cars 
around like pieces of Legos 

[See Destruction, A7] 


Trump’s tweets 
contradict policy 


The president’s itchy 
Twitter finger reveals 
a gap between his per- 
sonal views and the 
administration’s 
position. NATION, A6 


Medicaid may be 
tied to working 


The Trump adminis- 
tration signaled it 
would allow some 
states to require able- 
bodied patients to 
work for their health 
coverage. BUSINESS, C1 
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WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 


BOULDERS crowd a home on Glen Oaks Drive on Wednesday in Montecito. The 
week’s mudslides toppled houses and tossed vehicles about like Lego pieces. 


BRIAN VAN DER BRUG Los Angeles Times 
A VENTURA County search team removes a mattress from a home during a 
search for a missing woman Thursday in Montecito. She was later found safe. 


When the storm hit 
harder than forecast, 
officials struggled to 
alert residents. For 
many it was too late. 


By JOSEPH SERNA, 
HAILEY BRANSON-POTTS, 
RUBEN VIVES 

AND LAURA J. NELSON 


Josie Gower woke up to 
the sound of rain hammer- 
ing the roof of her Montecito 
home around 3 a.m. Tues- 
day. She walked downstairs, 
where her boyfriend had 
been keeping an eye on the 
storm, and together they 
opened the door to look out- 
side. 

A wall of mud and boul- 
ders as big as pickup trucks 
crashed toward Gower’s 
house, sweeping the couple 
out the front door. Gower, 69, 
clung to the door frame. Her 
boyfriend reached for her 
hand. Neither could hold on. 

Her boyfriend, Norm, 
was pinned against a fence, 
buried in mud up to his neck. 
She was swept away and 
died. 

“He was in the mud call- 
ing her name for hours,” said 
Alastair Haigh, Gower’s 37- 
year-old son-in-law. 

By the time tons of mud 
and debris started flowing 
down fire-scorched hillsides 
and into Montecito neigh- 
borhoods early Tuesday, it 
was too late for most resi- 
dents still inside their 

[See Alerts, A7] 


Search continues 


First responders 

are focusing on finding 
survivors amid the muck 
and wreckage. 
CALIFORNIA, Bi 


S women accuse James Franco 


Inappropriate or sexually exploitative behavior by actor alleged 


By DANIEL MILLER 
AND AMY KAUFMAN 


It should have been a 
pure moment of triumph for 
James Franco. He collected 
one of Hollywood’s top 
prizes at the Golden Globe 
Awards on Sunday, validat- 
ing an untraditional career 
in which he’s been a bank- 
able leading man, Ivy 
League academic and ec- 
centric auteur. 

But as he stood on the 
ballroom stage, some were 
paying more attention to the 


Jay L. CLENDENIN Los Angeles Times 
JAMES FRANCO 
wearing a Time’s Up pin 
stirred anger on Twitter. 


Time’s Up pin on his lapel 
than the gold statue he 
picked up for his turnin “The 
Disaster Artist.” 

It “was like a slap in my 
face,” said Sarah Tither- 
Kaplan, a former acting stu- 
dent at the film school 
Franco founded who went 
on to appear in several of his 
productions. 

Tither-Kaplan is one of 
five women who, in inter- 
views with The Times, ac- 
cused Franco, 39, of behavior 
they found to be inappropri- 
ate or sexually exploitative. 
Four were his students, and 


another said he was her 
mentor. 

In some cases, they said 
they believed Franco could 
offer them career advance- 
ment, and acquiesced to his 
wishes even when they were 
uncomfortable. 

“T feel there was an abuse 
of power, and there was a 
culture of exploiting non-ce- 
lebrity women and a culture 
of women being replace- 
able,” said Tither-Kaplan, 
who was one ofmany women 
who took to Twitter on Sun- 
day night to vent anger over 

[See Franco, A8] 


